
 
Year 5 Curriculum Letter 

Autumn Term 
 
Please find below an overview of the term, along with some ideas to help you support your child’s 
learning at home. Please contact your child’s class teacher if you would like any further information. 

Subject Curriculum 
 

How you can support learning at home 

Religious 
Education 

Branch 1: Creation 
and Covenant (The 
Story of Moses)  
Branch 2: Prophecy & 
Promise (King David)  
 

Encourage your child to protect the wonder of creation-through our RE learning we will 
understand how we need to be stewards of creation looking after our common home.   
Attend Mass with your child.  
Use common prayers at home to encourage your child’s prayer life.  
 

Reading   Autumn 1: Street 
Child by Berlie 
Doherty 
Autumn 2: A 
Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens  
 

Please listen to your child read their reading book daily – don’t just assume they are reading 
it themselves.  
Ask them questions about what they have read, get them to show you the evidence in the 
text to support their answer.    
Challenge them to summarise a paragraph or section of their book.  

  
 

Writing Using our Reading 
books as a stimulus, 
we will be writing a 
variety of pieces to 
entertain, inform and 
persuade.  Including 
diary entries, 
character descriptions, 
persuasive letters and 
balanced arguments. 

Discuss key vocabulary for SPaG with your child; in particular; determiner, clauses, 
parenthesis, conjunctions etc.  
Learn and practice the weekly spellings.   
Encourage children to write at home. You could give them their own home writing book for 
them to use. Can they write a character description of a character from a book they are 
reading. Can they keep a diary of their own. 
Read poetry to them, can they learn a poem and perform it to you or other members of their 
family. 
 

Maths Unit 1: Place value 
within 1,000,000 (1) 
Unit 2: Place value 
within 1,000,000 (2) 
Unit 3: Addition and 
subtraction 
Unit 4: Multiplication 
and division (1) 
Unit 5: Fractions (1) 
Unit 6: Fractions (2) 

Discuss key vocabulary for the topic with your child. 
Arithmetic practice at home (column addition, column subtraction)  
Use Times Table Rockstars at home to improve TT fluency – this will help children with their 
recall speed and reduce wasted time. 
Home Learning videos to support our topics are available here - Maths home learning | Home 
learning | White Rose Education (these will be particularly useful for topics like fractions) 
 

Science Autumn 1: Materials: 
Mixtures and 
Separations 
Autumn 2: Materials: 
Properties and 
Changes 
 
 

Look at our Knowledge Organisers on the website to explore vocabulary for our topics this 
term.  
Research different materials and their uses.  
Start discussing puberty with your child in an age appropriate way. 
Materials: Mixtures and Separations 

 
 
 
 

https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/home-learning?year=year-6-new
https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-pupil-resources/maths/home-learning?year=year-6-new


 
Materials: Properties and Changes 

 
 

History Autumn 1: Were the 
Vikings raiders, 
traders or something 
else? 

Talk to your child about what they have learnt about the Vikings.  
Use of historical vocabulary when discussing the topic.  
Further reading about the Norse Gods (only touched on in one lesson)  
Visit the British Museum to see their Viking artefacts (free entry) 
 

 
Geography Autumn 2: What is 

life like in the Alps? 
Use maps (online or physical) to locate the alps. 
Use the internet to research the Alps. 
Find out about other mountain ranges, how do they compare to the Alps?

 
Art  Autumn 1: Drawing: 

Depth, emotion and 
movement 

Go through the knowledge organiser and key vocabulary with your child. 
Provide opportunities to experiment with art. 

 
Design and 
Technology  

Autumn 2: Electrical 
Systems: Doodlers  

Children to familiarise themselves with the key terms on the knowledge organisers. 

 



 

 

Homework Information 
Reading aloud to an adult and this is to be written into reading diary. 
Talk homework: Set once every 2 weeks to discuss the writitng topic  
Timetables Rockstars  

Music Class Instrumentation: 
Ukelele or Trumpet 
Get set for Music: 
Africa  
Vikings 
Singing: Carol service 
rehearsal  

Research the origins of the Ukelele and trumpet. 
Listen to a range of ukelele and trumpet performances. 
Sing Christmas carols with your children. 

Computing  Systems & Searching  
Video Production  

Talk to your children about staying safe online.  

Physical 
Education  

Hockey, Dance, 
Parkour and Tennis  
 
 

Ask your child what key vocabulary they have learnt during their PE lessons.   
Encourage them to teach you a skill they have learnt.   
Play games or practise a skill with your child.    
Make use of general fitness activities in the local area (eg. Junior parkrun) 

French Autumn 1: French 
Monster Pets  
 
Autumn 2: Space 
exploration in French 
 
 

Revisit key vocabulary from the knowledge organiser.  
French Monster Pets 

  
  Space exploration in French 

  
PSHE  School values  

Attendance  
British Values: Rule of 
Law and Democracy 
Created and loved by 
God (TenTen 
curriculum) 
 
 

Discuss with your child how they are feeling and encouraging them to use different activities 
to help to regulate themselves.     
Family Talk Time: Discuss what fairness, equality, and respect mean. Use stories or videos to 
spark conversation.   
 


