
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Well done to our wonderful Head Boy and Head Girl, Harry and Chloe, for organising and running the 

Bring and Buy toy sale. They raised an amazing £221.75 for the MS Society!  

 
Songs of Praise 
 Our wonderful Junior Choir was entered by Mrs Hardy into the “Songs of Praise” competition. We were 
placed 6th, as reserve in case one of the other five choirs was unable to attend. We have been advised 
that they are all able to attend the finals after all, so we won’t be going forward. Having said that, we 
congratulate them on entering and being such wonderful ambassadors for us, and we are very proud of 
them indeed! Thank you to Mrs Hardy for her hard work and never-ending dedication. (Please see letter 
below) 
 
PTA Drop Off Rota: Please see the urgent request from the PTA for new helpers. Our Rota is 
something we all appreciate as it benefits so many of our children and parents – do please try to 
volunteer.   
 
Y6 Walking Home Safely: Following recent local area concerns and alerts, we have been sent some top 
tips for walking safely – we thought that they may be useful for parents to share with your children. See 
below. 
 
Please scroll down for advice on the Corona virus and various other pieces of information.  
 
 
Best wishes for a lovely weekend,  

 
Mrs Wheeler  
Headteacher  
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Dear St Francis Choir, 
 

Congratulations on being our Reserve Choir for this year’s competition.   I’m sorry to disappoint 
you, but our Junior semi-finalists have now confirmed that they are able to compete and so we 

won’t, unfortunately, have room for you this year. 
 

I hope that you apply again in the Autumn. 
  

Best wishes, 
  

Karen Hannah 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 URGENT APPEAL FOR DROP OFF HELPERS 
 
Drop off runs 8:45-9, and you just need to open doors for children to get into school. It's only 
every 2/3 weeks depending how many helpers I get. PS. mums, dads and other carers are 
all welcome! 
 
There's been a number of people leaving the rota due to work and other commitments, and 
numbers are dwindling.  
For this service to continue, we need more helpers. 
If you can help please email dropoff.stfrancis@gmail.com with which weekdays you're 
available and contact details.   

 

Coronavirus: latest information and advice  
 
Novel coronavirus (2019-nCov) is a new 
strain of coronavirus first identified in 
Wuhan City, China. The Department of 
Health and Social Care and Public Health 
England are carefully monitoring the 
coronavirus situation and have published 
information and advice for the public. As 
the situation is rapidly developing, please 
check the online advice for the latest and 
most up-to-date information 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-
coronavirus-information-for-the-public 
 and the PHE blog for further information 
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/202
0/01/23/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-what-
you-need-to-know/  
Please share the above government advice 
to staff and parents/carers, as appropriate.  
 
PHE guidance to assist professionals in 
providing advice to the public on how to 
prevent spread of 2019–nCoV infection, 
what symptoms to look for, and what to do 
if they become unwell in a variety of 
settings can be found below: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publication
s/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-guidance-
to-assist-professionals-in-advising-the-
general-public/guidance-to-assist-
professionals-in-advising-the-general-
public.  
Please be aware of the guidance in relation 
to school trips planned to China. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
(FCO) advise against all travel to Hubei 
Province due to the ongoing novel 
coronavirus outbreak. The FCO advise 
against all but essential travel to the rest of 
mainland China (not including Hong Kong 
and Macao) 

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-

advice/china 
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2020 Upcoming Events 

11th  February High Ashurst - Outdoor Team Building Day for Year 4 

13th  February  School closes for half term @3.30pm 

14th  February  Inset Day School Closed Friday 14th  

2nd  March Fairtrade Fortnight Begins 

4th  March Down House (Year 6) 

5th  March World Book Day 

9th/10th  March Science Week begins with an amazing visit from ‘The Science 
Planetarium’ for all children. They are visiting on both days in school.  

11th  March  Outdoor Day (details to follow) 

16th  March  Egyptian Day  (Year 3)  

29th  March  British Summer time Begins ( clocks go forward) 

30th  March  Parents Evening 

31st March  Parents Evening 

3rd  April School Closes @1pm  for the Easter Break  

  
 Awareness When Travelling To And From School  
 
We are writing to alert parents to this information and to raise awareness when students are out and 
about.  
 
• Always tell a parent where you are going and keep your parent(s) updated on any changes to your 
plans.  
• Do not travel alone.  
• Stay on the main routes and avoid shortcuts that take you down paths or through isolated areas.  
• If someone you do not know or do not feel comfortable with offers you a lift say NO.  
• If you are approached by an adult for help or for directions, stay alert. Do not approach a car 
window as this may be an attempt to draw you in closer.   
• If anyone follows you, bothers you or makes you feel uncomfortable, get away from him or her as 
quickly as you can, then be sure to tell a parent, teacher or other trusted adult.  
• One of the most important tips – TRUST YOUR GUT FEELINGS - if something does not feel right, 
do not be concerned with being impolite or hurting someone’s feelings.  
• If someone does get a hold of you and tries to take you somewhere, do everything in your power to 
quickly get away and shout, “This person is trying to take me away!” or “This person is not my 
father/mother!” and run towards shops or busy places with people. 

 
 

 
 
.  
 
 

 

Coach parking next week! 
Please be aware that there will be a coach parked on the Whyteleafe Road Tuesday 11th February 
for an Audley School trip. Remember to drive slowly and be patient if there are delays. The safety of 
all our children is paramount.  Thank you.  

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communicating with staff (first port of call should be via the class teacher) 
 
1. School Planner- all general messages that are non-confidential.  
 
2. For the attention of the class teacher, please email the school office.   
office@stfrancis.surrey.sch.uk 
 
3.Requests for meetings should come via the school planner or office. 
 
4. Confidential messages should be sent via the school office (email or hand-written) and should be 
marked for the attention of the staff member and marked confidential.   

 
 
.  
 
                Email               Text          Website     Facebook       Telephone 
 
                                                                         
   
 

 

Absence Procedures  
Please remember to use absence@stfrancis.surrey.sch.uk to report that your child is ill or 
will be in late or leaving early for an appointment.  Please do not use office email. 
 

Notification should be made by 9.30am on the first day of absence. You need to notify the 
school on each continuing day of absence, even if you expect your child to be off school for 
a few days. Where possible, all other appointments should be made outside school hours.  
 
Please provide details of why they are off, unwell is not sufficient. In the event of vomiting or 
diarrhea would you please keep your child at home until they have been free of all symptoms 
for at least 48 hours. 
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Understanding Children's Behaviour Course for Parents/Carers 

 
Description 

 

Identify different types of behaviour, how the use of routines and praise can 

encourage positive behaviour, explore strategies for dealing with difficult behaviour. 

Free Family Learning 5 week course for parents/carers of children aged up to 7.  

Pre-booking essential. 

 

Who to contact 

 

Contact Name 

Jane Lawrence 

Contact Position 

Assistant Curriculum Manager 

Telephone 

01483 518435 

07800 728452 

E-mail 

jane.lawrence@surreycc.gov.uk 

Website 

surreycc.gov.uk/.../familylearning 

 

Location 

 

Marden Lodge Primary School 

Address 

Croydon Road 

Caterham 

Postcode 

CR3 6QH 

 

Time / Date Details 

 

Thursday 16 January - 13 February 2020 - 1pm - 3pm 

Session Information Pre-booking essential 
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