St. Francis’ School Newsletter
2nd October 2020

Value of the month – Responsibility
Dear Parents and Carers
Individual School Photographs
We have arranged for individual photographs to be taken of all the children on Monday 5th October 2020. Please can you
ensure that your children are looking smart. All junior children should wear ties with their shirts for the photos.
Unfortunately, this will mean that classes will not have PE on Monday, so full uniform must be worn. If you have any
problems, please contact the school office.
Thank you to our families!
The Staff and I would just like to say ‘thank you’ for all your support with the Covid measures we have had to put in place.
These are difficult times and we appreciate you all being careful, trying to keep distanced and keeping us informed when we
have family members awaiting test results. If you have any concerns or queries around illness, the office ladies are now
experts in giving helpful advice around Covid processes! Do ring if you are unsure about anything, we are happy to help.
Staffing Arrangements
In the current climate, we are taking measures to ensure that we keep the whole school community as safe as possible and
this influences processes around our staffing too. With the need for individuals to self-isolate if they, or a family member,
experience symptoms and they are awaiting test results there are likely to be higher incidences of staff absence than normal.
As we have to restrict staff movement across year groups this means that there are fewer options for existing staff to cover
each other. In the case of teacher absence, we will always try to cover this with another of our own teachers if at all possible.
We are only using supply cover where there is no other option thus, reducing the increased risks associated with supply
teachers who work across many different schools.
If a teacher cannot physically be with their class due to isolation, but they are well and can still plan work remotely, there may
be occasional times where our teaching assistants will cover classes and they will be supported by other staff members.
Although this situation is not ideal, it allows us some consistency, enables children to be supported by adults with whom they
are familiar, who are working within the same year-group bubble and who have worked closely with the class teacher. This
minimises the disruption to the children’s education, as well as reducing movement between year groups and the need for
further adults to come to the school site. We apologise if you find on occasions that your child’s class is being taught by more
people than usual and ask that you bear with us through these challenging times. Thank you for your understanding.
Communicating with School
Please remember that the best contact for the school is office@stfrancis.surrey.sch.uk This email address is monitored
throughout the school day and your query will be passed on to the relevant person. Please note that the class emails that
were established during lockdown are now used solely for teachers passing on messages and academic work to parents. If you
have a concern or query only relevant for your child’s class teacher, please put a note in your child’s planner, or speak to your
child’s teacher at the end of the day.
Road Closures, parking and a request from local residents
The Headteacher’s of all three schools have received a request from residents in local roads asking us to remind our parents
to show respectful and considerate behaviour towards the residents and the environment when parking. A number of them
are elderly, vulnerable and wheelchair bound and there has been some less than thoughtful behaviour experienced by some
of them lately, as well as litter being thrown in gardens and on the pavements, some of this by pupils too. At St Francis’ we
pride ourselves on our school values - this month is to show how we can be responsible! Therefore, please can we all
remember to show consideration to the local residents and their properties.
We are aware that the recent road closures are causing real issues and have heard reports in the last two days of dangerous
driving on the main Whyteleafe Road. Please do be careful and patient when driving in and out of school, we do not want any
child or adult to be involved in an accident. We still actively encourage you all when possible to walk or scoot to school, or to
park down by the Salmon’s Lane green and walk in.

Have a lovely weekend - best wishes,
Mrs Wheeler and Staff

2020- 2021 Dates
5th

October

Individual school photographs

9th

October

Inset Day- Whole School Training – Talk for Writing

12th

October

Inset Day- Whole School Training – Talk for Writing

Parents Evening Dates TBC after the half term.

Vacancies
We are currently looking for:
Two Midday Supervisors (one for Year 5 working 5 hours a week and one for Reception working 6.25
hours per week). There is one job profile and one job description to cover both positions on the website.
The closing date for applications for these is Tuesday 6th October at 5pm

Caterham School Open Event
Parents are welcome to attend the Caterham School virtual Open Morning on Saturday 19
September from 9.30am.
Details, including registration for this event, can be found
here: https://www.caterhamschool.co.uk/admissions/open-days-and-visits/

‘de Stafford School Open Event
‘de Stafford School will be hoping a Virtual Open Event on Thursday 8 October.
Please complete this online form to register your interest: https://forms.gle/vSSeoZ2XqQCWEsy2A
The Virtual Open Event will include:
- Welcome presentations from the Executive Headteacher and Head of School
- A Virtual Tour of the school
- Video testimonials from staff, students and parents
- Curriculum and Admissions information
- The opportunity to submit your questions to the Senior Leadership Team”

Families Magazine
Dear Parent/Carer,
We're pleased to be able to send you the Sep/Oct Families magazine.
It is full of resources and ideas to help you and your family through the autumn
term and to keep your children entertained, busy and productive.
You can read the magazine here.
We hope you enjoy it.

