
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Francis’ School Newsletter 
 31st January 2025 

20242024 
 December 2021 

Value of the month – Faith 

 
 Dear Parents and Carers  

 
Parents National Holocaust Memorial Day 
In Year 5, as part of our History curriculum, the  
children learn about WW2. We explore how it 
 began,what happened on the home front, and 
 what we can learn from it to take into our lives today. The children also learn 
 about the persecution of Jewish people (and other groups) during this time 
 including the events of the "Kristallnacht" and a small amount about 
 concentration camps. To support our learning and as a mark of respect, on  
Monday Year 5 and 6 gathered together to hold a minute's silence on National 
 Holocaust Memorial Day which you may have seen recorded on the News as 
 many buildings lit up purple. We stood together as an Upper Key Stage 2 
 praying for a world that is better. We would encourage you to talk to your  
children about this and perhaps join together in prayer using the "Glory be" 
 
Candlemas- Year 1 
It was wonderful to see so many parents join us on Thursday to celebrate (slightly early) 
The Presentation of Jesus also known as Candlemas. Year 1 read, sang and acted  
beautifully reminding us how Jesus can be our light in the darkness.  Thank you so much for supporting the 
children and staff.  
 
Children’s Mental Health Week Next Week 
This year, Children's Mental Health Week is taking place from 3-9 February 2025. The week’s focus is Know 
Yourself, Grow Yourself, with the aim to encourage children and young people across the UK to embrace 
self-awareness and explore what it means and recognising our emotions. By understanding who we are, we 
can find out what makes us feel happy, or sad, or anxious, or scared - or maybe all of them at once!  
 
Celebration Assembly  
Well done to all the certificate winners this week and to John Fisher for winning the House points.  
 
Best wishes,  
 
Mrs McGrath and Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Absence Procedures  
In August 2024 the DFE published new guidance with regard to attendance in schools, 'Working together to 
improve school attendance'. The Children’s Commissioner for England has put together a document 
outlining why attending school regularly is so important for children and parents’ responsibilities. If children 
are taken out of school without authority for 5 or more days (which do not have to be consecutive), Please 
see grid below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    

 
  
 
Parents Quiz Night 
The parents quiz night was held on Friday 24th January – it was lots of fun and  
a great turn out! Thank you to everyone that got involved, either by coming along to join in with the  
quiz or to help set up and tidy away. A special thank you goes out to the quiz master team, Dave Price and 
his friend James who did an amazing job with their questions and keeping the scores! Finally, a big well done 
to the winning team the Custard Creams!! 
 

LEGOLAND  
Who’s up for a great day out at Legoland Windsor? The PTA have been offered  
discounted tickets to Legoland for the 14th March inset day. All are welcome. Please purchase your tickets 
on PTA events by March 3rd at the latest. It’s set to be a great day out for family and friends. 
 
The Little Recyclers – School Fundraising 
There is a collection arranged on Thursday 6th February 2025. 
Please fill any bags with clothes and bring them to the school on  
The morning of the 6th February, they will be collected and weighed. 
The more clothes that are donated the more funds the school will 
 receive. 1 kg = £0.45 
 
Thank you!  PTA 
 
Last week’s riddle answer:  The Future 
This week’s riddle:  What can you break, even if you never  
pick it up or touch it? 
 
 



 

 
   

Calendar Dates 
5th February Coffee Morning @ 9am Mental Health Team In.  

6th February  Children’s Mental Health Day  
Little Recyclers 

7th February  NSPPC Numbers Day TTRS 

11th February  Safer Internet Day 
International Day of Women in Science. 

14th February  Inset Day – School Closed 

17th -21st February Half Term  

24th February School Reopens @ 9am 

25th February Parents Evening- Details to Follow 

26th February Parents Evening- Details to Follow 

5th March  Ash Wednesday  

10th March Science Week 

14th March  Inset Day 

28th March  Beginning Lenten Reflections Reception / Year 1 - Palm Sunday 
 Parents invited 9.10am 

31st March  Year 2- Jesus in the temple-Parents invited 9:10am 

1st April  Year 3- Washing of the feet-Parents invited 9.10am 
Year 4-The Last Supper-Parents invited 2:45pm 

2nd April Year 5-The betrayal and The last supper -Parents invited 9.10am 

3rd April  Year 6- Station of the cross-Parents invited 9:10 am 

4th April  School Finishes For The Easter Break @1pm 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


