
Dear Parents and Carers 

Science Week 

We have had another hugely successful Science Week, celebrating 'Our Diverse Planet'; including a fantastic visit 
from the planetarium, where the children got to experience and learn about our Earth and the Solar System; an 
outdoor learning day, where children got to take their science learning outside and of course lots of hands on 
science based learning in classes. We have celebrated the children's achievements with a science focused 
celebration assembly today, and some of the work will be displayed in the school later on this term! Thank you to all 
the staff for their hard work and enthusiasm; it really has been a great week! 
We also announced the overall winners and class winners of the 'SCIENCE PRINCIPLES POSTER 
COMPETITION' -  
Early Years/KS1 overall winner - Nicholas, Apple class 
KS2 overall winner - Jakub, Cedar class 
Class winners: 
Felix, Cherry Lois Oak, Leo Elm, Jojo  Larch, Sienna Beech, Aoife Rowan  Nithali Pine,  
Alexandra Hazel, Albin Maple, Jasmine Hornbeam, Harry Linden, Chloe Willow, 
Special mention: Jake, Kourtney, Henry and Myles for their brilliant family poster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start of Day - Soft Start! 

From Monday, we will be trialing a “Soft Start” to the day. This means that when your children arrive in the morning, 
they will be able to go straight into class – just like on a rainy day. We had noticed on rainy days that we have a 
very prompt, calm and settled start to the day and have decided to trial doing it regularly. In class the children will 
be expected to settle quietly to read silently, or work independently on Maths or Language challenges that the 
teachers will plan. The register will be taken at 9am. We will review this after two weeks to let you know how it has 
gone and whether we wish to continue it.  
 
Parents Evenings - POSTPONED 
As the situation with the Covid virus is still developing we have decided that we will postpone the forthcoming 
Parents’ Evenings. Hopefully, we will be able to go ahead with them in the Summer Term, but will review the 
situation nearer to Easter.  
 
St Patrick’s Day - Tuesday 
If children wish to wear something green, shamrocks, fun hats etc to celebrate St Patrick’s Day on Tuesday next 
week, they are most welcome to.  
 
Book Fayre 
Once again the Book Fayre will be coming to St Francis on the 30th and 31st March to support and inspire our 
children in their love of reading. There will be opportunities to look at and purchase books after school. Maybe your 
child might find the book that they remember forever! 
 
COViD 19 Update  

We would like to say that the Staff, Governors and I all share your concerns and worries over the developing virus 

situation. We wish to reassure you that we are following all the latest Government and Local Authority advice – see 

below. In line with this, School remains open. The Governors and I met yesterday evening for our termly Full 

Governing Body Meeting and the Governors were in school today for their usual strategic visit. The virus situation 

and our contingency plans in case of a school closure were discussed in detail.  We will keep you informed of any 

developments and plans if the school closes.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

 

St. Francis’ School Newsletter 
13th March 2020 

Value of the month – Forgiveness  
 

 



 Raising Funds  

 

A very ‘well done’ to the St Francis’ children who attend  

the Palmer Drama Group, for their wonderful and  

powerful performance of The Gift at the Barn Theatre.  

 

The production and event, on the 

 14th December 2019, raised an amazing £15,605.01  

in support of Royal Marsden. What a great achievement. 

 

 

 

 

Please do use absence@stfrancis.surrey.sch.uk to inform us if your child shows the symptoms and they have to follow 

the self-isolation process. If anyone receives a confirmed diagnosis, please do ring the school office to let us know and 

to discuss this.  

School Attendance: It is important that we all do our best to ensure that our children’s education is disrupted as 
little as possible.   In line with current (13 March 2020) Government guidance students and staff should continue to 
attend school unless:  

 They have symptoms of coronavirus infection (COVID-19), a new continuous cough and/or high 
temperature, however mild, when they should stay at home and not leave the house for 7 days from when 
the symptoms started. 

All other children and staff should continue to attend school, including their siblings attending the same or a 
different school (unless advised not to by public health officials or government guidance).  

As events develop please do remember that the school has access to local support agencies, from the local food 
banks and our Diocesan crisis fund. Please do speak to me in confidence if your family needs help – we don’t want any 
of our families to be in need during this situation. 

We wish everyone a good weekend.  

Mrs Wheeler – Headteacher  

 

 

r not to authorise absence and discuss with their Inclusion Officer if they require further advice. 
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                                                 Save The Dates 
TBC July  Year 6 Leavers’ Production                       Early Evening 

TBC July Year 6 Leavers’ Production                       Early Evening 

Friday July 17th  Year 6 Leavers’ Disco                                   Evening 

Monday July 20th  Year 6 Leavers’ Mass                                       TBC 

Wednesday July 22nd  Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly                                AM 

2020 Upcoming Events 

17th  March  Year 3 Class Assembly @10am Parents are welcome 

20th  March  YR5 & YR6  Parent Partnership Meeting @ 9am 

27th  March  YR R, YR1 & YR2 Parent Partnership meeting @9am  

29th  March  British Summer time Begins ( clocks go forward) 

30th  March  Parents Evening Postponed 

31st March  Parents Evening Postponed 

3rd  April School Closes @1pm  for the Easter Break  

Deadline for school trip payments KS1 27th March 
Bocketts Farm – Reception 
Gatton Park    – Year 1 
Rural Life    – Year 2 

Deadline for school trip payments KS2  
Wisley  -Year 3 – 6th July 
Wintershall  -Year 5-23rd June 

 
 

Y4 Parents – please note -  Y4 Multiplication Tables Check 
 
Year 4 will be taking the statutory multiplication tables check (MTC) in June this year.  The purpose of 
the check is to determine whether pupils can fluently recall their times tables up to 12, which is 
essential for future success in mathematics. It will also help your child’s school to identify pupils who 
may need additional support. The Y4 teachers are helping the children in school. All classes have 
access to and should be using Timestables Rockstars and Purple Mash, both of which have a 
timestables section. Year 4 are encouraged to do extra on these as the test will be an online one and 
this will help them in preparation for the test.  
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/869846/

2020_Information_for_parents_multiplication_tables_check.pdf 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Communicating with staff (first port of call should be via the class teacher) 
 
1. School Planner- all general messages that are non-confidential.  
 
2. For the attention of the class teacher, please email the school office.   
office@stfrancis.surrey.sch.uk 
 
3. Requests for meetings should come via the school planner or office. 
 
4. Confidential messages should be sent via the school office (email or hand-written) and should be 
marked for the attention of the staff member and marked confidential.   

 
 
.  
 
                Email               Text          Website     Facebook       Telephone 
 
                                                                         
   
 

 Lunch Money 
The amounts due for the Spring term are as follows: 

 

Weekly - £11.75    Second half term - £70.50  Whole term - £138.65 
 

 
School Association. 
 
Quiz Night - 25th April. Tickets will be on sale for this at the normal ticket tailor site soon. 
 
Circus - 25th June 
 
Leavers Disco - 17th July 
 
Next PTA meeting is on the 22nd April at 7:30pm in the school hall 
 

Surrey Arts Guitar Lessons 
 
Your child can learn guitar right here at school on Friday mornings. Experienced teacher Mr 
De’Oliveira provides 20-30 minute one on one lessons. Grade tutorage available.  
  
Remissions are available for those in receipt of free school meals, Surrey Young Carers or 
Looked After Children. Guitar hire is available from Surrey Arts for just £18 per term. 
  
To apply for our lessons please submit an application form to: www.surreycc.gov.uk/music 
  
Here is our current price list: https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-
leisure/arts/music/lessons-for-children/costs 
  
Both group & individual lessons available, subject to availability of suitable students. 
  
For more information or to apply for lessons, please contact Surrey Arts on: 
T: 01483 519303 
E: surreyartsmusic@surreycc.gov.uk 
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